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Church of Saint Philip Neri 
Pennsburg, PA 18073 

May 17, 2015 
 
 
 
Rev. Robert A. Roncase, Pastor 

Rev. Raymond W. Smart, retired; resident 

Deacon Michael J. Franks  

Deacon Mark J. Meinzer, Business Manager 

Rev. Edmond J. Speitel, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. John J. Scarcia, Retired Pastor 

Shirley Misiak, Office Manager 

Catherine E. Faust, Director of Music 

Wendy Benner, Coordinator of PREP/Religious ED 

Tom Dewees, Director Catholic Family Life Center 

Diane Cunningham, Adm. Assistant CFLC 
Anita Fuhs, Youth Minister 

Sister Patricia Kelly, M.S.B.T., Parish Outreach 

 
Parish Phone Numbers: 
Rectory             215.679.9275 
Youth Ministry                267.733.2572 
Religious Education/PREP         215.679.7839 
Catholic Family Life Center          215.679.2237 
Parish Hall                   215.679.8116 
Parish Outreach                             215.679.2282 
Neri Center              215.679.6490 
 

Fax Numbers: 
Rectory         215.679.0386 
Religious Education/PREP          215.679.8370 
Catholic Family Life Center        215.679.8370 

 

Church & Rectory Address: 
 1325 Klinerd Rd; Pennsburg 18073 
Hours:                       9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Email Address:          spnofc@comcast.net 

Website Address:         www.spnparish.org 
 

Religious Education Office address & hours: 
26 E. Sixth Street, East Greenville, PA 18041 
Monday & Friday:                 Offices are closed 
Tuesday & Thursday:            8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Wednesday:                          12:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Email address:                      spnprep@comcast.net 

 
Neri Center Address 
575 Main Street, East Greenville, PA 18041 
 

Catholic Family Life Center Address 
26 E. Sixth Street, East Greenville, PA 18041 
Email address:            spncflc@comcast.net 
Website Address: www.catholicfamilylifecenter.com 
 

Youth Ministry Office hours: (East Greenville)  
Tuesday & Thursday:              9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Wednesday:             2:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Email address:                      spnym@comcast.net             
                                     

ROSARY: Prayed in the Chapel 
Saturday after the 9:00 AM Mass  
Monday at 1:00 PM 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
1st Friday from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM in the Chapel, 

 followed by Benediction. 

 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
For a floral arrangement to be placed at the altar, 

please call the rectory. 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday – Vigil Mass – 5:00 PM 

 Sunday – 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 AM 

 Holy Day Masses as announced 

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE - St. Anne Chapel  
The Chapel is open Monday thru Saturday until 
7:00 PM for your visits to the Blessed Sacrament.   

 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the 

Chapel attached to the rectory: 

Monday - 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 8:00 AM 

Saturday - 9:00 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays:  4:00 – 4:45 PM or: 
at the Rectory BY APPOINTMENT anytime. 

 

BAPTISMS:  Please call the Rectory to schedule 
2nd Sunday Baptisms are held at the 11 AM Mass 

3rd Sunday Baptisms are held at 12:30 PM 

 

SPONSORS: Sponsors for Baptism and Confirmation 

need to be at least 16 years of age, to be confirmed, 

attend Mass weekly, and if married, be in a valid 

marriage. 

 

PRE-JORDAN CLASSES 
 1st Monday of every month at 7:00 PM in the 

 Rectory meeting room. 
 

MARRIAGES 
 Arrangements should be made at least SIX 

 MONTHS before the date of the wedding. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to your new home!   

Please stop by or call  the rectory between 9:00 am - 

4:00 pm to fill out a registration card.   

 

SHUT-INS 
Please call the Parish Outreach Office. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Please call the Rectory. 

mailto:spnofc@comcast.net
http://www.spnparish.org/
mailto:spncflc@comcast.net
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OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We are the Catholic Parish Community of St. 
Philip Neri, answering Christ's call to 
discipleship through Word, Sacrament and 
Service.  We proclaim God's hope and love to 
all. 
 

As we prepare for the visit of Pope Francis 

The Office of the Pope, Successor of Peter 

1. What are some of the scriptural references to 

St. Peter and his ministry?  Some of the 

scriptural references to St. Peter and his 

ministry include: 

 

Matthew 16:16-19 
Simon Peter said in reply, "You are the Messiah, 

the Son of the living God." Jesus said to him in 

reply, "Blessed are you, Simon of Jonah. For flesh 

and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail 

against it.  I will give you the keys to the Kingdom 

of Heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven." 

 
John 21:15-19 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to  

Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me 

more than these? He said to Him, "Yes, Lord, you 

know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my 
lambs." He then said to him a second time, "Simon, 

son of John, do you love me?" He said to Him the 

third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to Him, 

"Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

you." [Jesus] said to him, "Feed my sheep." Amen, 

amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you 
used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; 

but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 

hands, and someone else will dress you and lead 

you where you do not want to go." He said this 

signifying by what kind of death he would glorify 
God. And when he had said this, he said to him, 

"Follow me." 

 

Mark 3:16 

[he appointed the Twelve:] Simon, whom he named 

Peter... 
 

Mark 9:2 

After six days, Jesus took Peter, James, and John 

and led them up a high mountain apart by 

themselves.  And he was transfigured before them. 
 

Luke 22:31-32 

Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded to sift 

all of you like wheat, but I have prayed that your 

own faith may not fail; and once you have turned 

your back, you must strengthen your brothers. 

Luke 24:34 
...who were saying, "The Lord has truly been raised 

and has appeared to Simon!" 

 

1 Corinthians 15:5 

...that he appeared to Kephas, then to the Twelve. 

 
2. What is the mission Jesus entrusted to Peter 

and the other disciples? 

 

Jesus, the Son of God, is the One sent by the 

Father. Jesus has a twofold mission: to reveal the  
Father's love and the forgiveness of sins. Many 

people followed Jesus and were called "disciples." 

The word "disciple" means "learner." Jesus called 

twelve of His disciples and appointed them as His 

Apostles.  The word "Apostle" means "one who is 

sent."  The Twelve Apostles are distinguished by a 
fourfold criterion: 1) the apostle received a call 

from Christ to be an Apostle; 2) the apostle 

received a commission from Christ to preach in his 

name as an Apostle; 3) the apostle was an 

eyewitness to the public ministry of Jesus with the 
special feature of "dwelling with the Lord" (this 

criterion is suspended for the apostleship of St. 

Paul); 4) and the apostle is a witness to the 

resurrected Jesus. 

 

The Apostles form a "college" of those who by office 
of the Apostle share in the mission of Jesus. In 

appointing the Apostles, Jesus established them 

with a unique office in His Church. He also gave 

them the command to continue his mission, 

saying, "As the Father has sent me, even so I send 
you" and he promised to remain with them until 

the end of the world. Already in the New 

Testament, the office of Apostle is transmitted to 

the successors of the Apostles the bishops, as seen 

in Matthew 28:16-20, the Great Commission.  The 

Apostolic Succession continues through to the 
current day in the college of bishops who as 

Pastors govern the Church in virtue of their unity 

with the head of the college, the Pope. 

 

3.  The office of bishop is divided into three 
powers or functions.  What are they? 

 

The three functions or offices into which the office 

of bishop is divided are the powers/functions of 

teaching, governing and sanctifying. 

 
 

NOTE:  Questions/answers four (4) through 
sixteen (16) will be published in next week's 
Bulletin. 
 
 



059-St. Philip Neri, page 3 

Serving at Mass   May 24 

Extraordinary Ministers  Lectors 

 
5:00 pm - Dave Moser   Pat Kennedy 
    Trudy Moser 

    Priest 
    Deacon 
    Annemarie Quigley 
    Jim Quigley 
    Dave Boone 
    Teri Boone 
    John Burke 
    Catherine Cahill 
    Trish Dornisch 
    Diane Kennedy 
 
7:30 am - Lori Brozena   Shaun Snyder 
    Mike Duka 
    Priest 
    Deacon 

    Mary R. Giambrone 
    Jim Michels 
 
9:30 am - Bill Gurgick   G. Kirkwood 
    Lisa Gurgick   Ceil Kirkwood 
    Priest 
    Deacon 
    Joshua Hewitt 
    Lillian Hewitt 
 
11:00 am - Bob Hermley   Barbara Lear 
      Jeanne Hermley   

      Priest 
      Deacon 
      Marlene Leidy 
      Sharon Shaak 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2015 

Monday, May 18, St. John I, Pope and Martyr 
5:00 pm - Rose & Reginald Schollenberger, 
               (Gloria Kaiser) 
                                 
Tuesday, May 19 
8:00 am - Samuel Morgan Jr., 
               (Paul & Maureen Moser) 
 
Wednesday, May 20, St. Bernardine of Siena 
8:00 am - Dottie Mccaa 
 
Thursday, May 21, St. Christopher Magallanes 

8:00 am - Betty Puchert. 
               (Carol, Bill & Ellen Knauff) 
 
Friday, May 22, St. Rita of Cascia 
8:00 am - Rita Walsh,  
                (Christine Gibble) 
               
Saturday, May 23 
9:00 am - Dottie Mccaa, 
               (Joe & Madeleine Gehringer) 
5:00 pm - For all living and deceased Parishioners. 
 
 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

May 24, 2015 

7:30 am - Morris Amato; Mildred Giambrone 
               (Jim & Mary R. Giambrone) 
9:30 am - Claire Riddle, (Dave & Joy Tjarks) 
11:00am - Concetta D'Ippolito, (Mary DeMeno) 
 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
The red roses placed at the Blessed Mother 
and Sacred Heart Altars are in Honor of Ray & 
Shirley Szymkiewicz's Fifty-Ninth Wedding 

Anniversary; requested by the family. 

 

WE INVITE YOUR PRAYERS 
For the sick, those in hospitals, nursing homes, 

and also for their caregivers.   

 

Please pray in particular for: 
Reverend John J. Scarcia, Reverend William 

McGeown, Florence Anders, Terry Aston, Charlotte 

Azarovich, Terry Brooks, Frances Cannon, Dottie 
Cappelli, Danny Carr, Sue Ann Creamer, Helen 

Crouthamel, Jennifer Diascro, Lois Diephaus, Amy 

DiGirolamo, Ron & Joanne DiGirolamo, Sondra 

Dykie, Charles Eberle, Karen Freed, Steven 

Gebhardt, Stephanie Gebhardt, Fran Jacobs, Bob 

Kanya, Christine Keer, Christina Kemp, Mara 
Maginnis, John McArdle, Joanne Metzinger, Annie 

Moran, Rosalie Nelson, Bernard Nichols, Virignia 

Piechocki, Helen Pownall, James Rosso, Anthony 

Sammartino, Alexis Semler, Beverly Slifer, Sean 

Stefanowicz, Evelyn Steffenino, Bob Talbot, Anna 

Tedesco, Bill Tersine, Kathleen Tew, Susan Tew, 
Margaret Tocci, Christine Troll, Ralph Updegrove, 

Martin Waldenberger, Sarah Werkley, Vincent 

Wixted & Larry Wood. 

 

For those who have died, grant them eternal rest 
and peace. 

 

MAY 2015:  THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sunday - May 17 
Children's Liturgy of the Word  at the 9:30 am Mass 
SPNCFLC Event:  Faustina          7:00 pm Parish Hall 
Knights of Columbus Meeting      7:30 pm Rectory 
NO Men's Basketball 

 

Monday – May 18 
Holy Rosary Hour                        1:00 pm Chapel 
Respect Life Ministry Meeting      6:00 pm Parish Hall 

 

Tuesday – May 19 
Parish Hall is NOT available 
NO Boy Scouts & NO Historical Committee Meeting 

 

Wednesday – May 20 
Garden Club (Church grounds)     5:00 pm 
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Thursday - May 21 
Men's Basketball                           8:00 pm Parish Hall 

 

Friday – May 22 
Frontier Girls            6:30 pm Parish Hall 
SPN Quilting                                  1:00 pm Parish Hall 

 
Saturday – May 23 

Breakfast setup                              7:00 am Parish Hall 

 

Sunday - May 24 
Children's Liturgy of the Word at the 9:30 am Mass 
Parish Breakfast           7:00 am - 12:30 pm Parish Hall 
Men's Basketball                             8:00 pm Parish Hall 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day Mass in Church 

at 9:00 am 

Holy Rosary Hour - Monday, May 25 - 1pm Chapel 

Rectory Offices closed - Monday, May 25 
Boy Scouts - Tuesday, May 26  7:00 pm - Parish 

Hall 

Garden Club - Wednesday, May 27 - 5:00 pm - 

7:00 pm - Church grounds 

Men's Basketball - Thursday, May 28 - 8:00 pm - 

Parish Hall 
NO Frontier Girls - Friday, May 29 

SPN Quilting - Friday, May 29 - 1:00 pm - Parish 

Hall 

NO activities - Saturday, May 30 

Children's Liturgy of the Word - Sunday, May 31 at 
the 9:30 am Mass 

Men's Basketball - Sunday, May 31 - 8:00 pm - 

Parish Hall 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

Saint Philip Neri Parish Council Members-at-
Large welcome any questions or comments 
you may have. 
 
Names/email addresses: 
Tony Bauer:        ajbauer337@gmail.com 

Matthew Fuhs:   matthew.fuhs@comcast.net 

Dave Klauder:     stickman@enter.net 

Marlene Leidy:    marleneleidy@comcast.net 

Ed Tryon:           greeneng2001@yahoo.com 

Theresa Walker: cheg1978@comcast.net 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 
Our Sunday collections for May 10 will be 

posted in next week's Bulletin. 

 

Special Second Collections:  

May 2015 

For those who do not receive Sunday 
collection envelopes or if you are an On-Line 
giver, the following second collections are: 
Ascension Thursday; Mother's Day; Parish 
Debt Collection 4th Quarter and Sharing 
Our Blessings 100th Anniversary. 

 

ONLINE GIVING 
Go green with St. Philip Neri Church by 
signing up for Online Giving. 
You have the option to keep receiving your 
regular offering envelope packets if you wish. 
(www.spnparish.org) 
 

Give a St. Philip Neri Memorial Gift! 
For a donation of $35 or more, there is a 
beautiful Folder recording the gift and donor 
to be presented to the family.   
In memory of Tom Paul; requested by:  
The Stroman family. 

 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY  
The next meeting is Monday, May 18th in the 
Parish Hall Meeting Rooms at 6:00 pm. 
If you would like to be part of this Ministry, 

email Mark at: marknunan@dejazzd.com. 

 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: 

Cancellation Notice 
The meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 19th, 
has been cancelled.  Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, June 16 - 7:00 pm at the Catholic 
Family Life Center. To be a part of this 
committee:  Eileen at: 610.850.4945 or: 
eileendavis62@gmail.com. or contact Doris: 

215.317.1194 or gmomdecker@yahoo.com. 

 

DISCOUNT DORNEY PARK TICKETS 
Dorney Park will open its regular season on 
May 23 thru September 7; weekends only 
from September 8 thru November 1.  You can 
pre-order & pre-pay for your tickets. Tickets 
are good for any one regular admission; all age 
groups to both Dorney Park & Wild Water 
Kingdom. The cost is $28; a savings of $26 per 
ticket. Order forms are available anywhere 
SCRIP is sold: at Church after each Mass or 
call the rectory office: 679.9275 between 10am 
& 4pm. Payment by cash or check only.  
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ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS 

 

World Meeting of Families - 2015 
Philadelphia Transportation 

Are YOU going to the WMOF?  Help us plan for 
this exciting Event by taking our quick online 
survey about how you are getting to the WMOF!  
Visit worldmeeting2015.org on our 

Transportation page to take the Survey. 

 

World Meeting of Families - 2015 
Registration to volunteer is now open! 

website (http:/bit.ly/WMF2015Volunteer 
On the volunteer page of the World Meeting of 
Families, there are two volunteer portals; 
"General Volunteers" and "Deacons, Men & 
Women Religious".  To register as a volunteer, 
one must complete a two-step process that 
includes completing an online user registration 
form and a background check request.  Once 
these two steps are completed, registrants will 
receive a series of emails regarding eligibility. 
After you have successfully passed the 
background check (allow 48 hours) you will 
receive an email with a link to sign up for 
events.  This link will take you to the Volunteer 
Hub where you will choose the days and time 
slots for which you would like to volunteer.  
Questions regarding registration can be sent to: 
volunteersupport@worldmeeting2015.org or 

speak with staff : 855.963.2015. 

 

PRIESTS' CONVOCATION 
Archbishop Charles Chaput will assemble with 
the priests of the Archdiocese for a Priests' 
Convocation from May 26 through May 28.  This 
Priests' Convocation provides a unique 
opportunity for priestly fraternity and unity. It is 
also a time dedicated to prayer and reflection on 
the gift of the ministerial priesthood instituted 
by Christ for the Church. These days will 
include the celebration of the Liturgy of the 
Hours and Holy Mass, as well as  talks on the 
theme, The Priesthood Fully Engaged, given by 
Matthew Kelly of the Dynamic Catholic Institute. 
The Deans have planned in advance for the 
sacramental needs and emergencies in our 
parishes and institutions during these days with 
the help of many Religious, senior and retired 
priests. Please pray for our Archbishop, 
Auxiliary Bishops and Priests during the 
upcoming Priests' Convocation. May this Priests' 
Convocation bear fruit for our priests in holiness 
of life and of greater service to Christ and His 

Church. 

Promotional Resources regarding: 
Documentary on Philadelphia's Catholic 
History 

With the endorsement of Archbishop Chaput, 

History Making Productions (HMP) is producing a 
series called Urban Trinity: The Story of Catholic 
Philadelphia which will be broadcast on our local 

ABC affiliate during the week of the World Meeting 

of Families - Philadelphia 2015. HMP is interested 

in identifying and possibly using photographs and 

home movies that might include any of the 

following: Archbishop Prendergast, Cardinals 
Dougherty, O'Hara, Krol; Pope John Paul II's visit 

to Philadelphia in 1979; sacred ceremonies 

including celebrations of a Mass, baptisms, 

confirmations, weddings, funerals; ethnic and 

community festivals and celebrations of Saints; 
Catholic community events involving senior 

citizens, Catholic Youth Organizations; imagery of 

well-known Catholic Philadelphians; and related 

materials. If you own and can find these types of 

photographic or film/video materials and might be 

willing to share it with the producers of the 
documentary, please contact them by email at 

willa@historymakingproductions.com or by calling 

267-324-5381. All materials will be returned. 

 

DIOCESE of SCRANTON 
Dear Father Roncase: 
The purpose of this letter is two-fold. Firstly, I 
want to extend my prayerful best wishes to you 
and your parish as we deepen our participation 
in the mystery of salvation through the 
Sacraments.  As we continue to appreciate the 
beautiful glory of Easter, I ask God to grant you, 
your loved ones, and all your parishioners every 
grace of this holy season. 
 
Secondly, I want to offer my sincere gratitude to 
you and your parish for your beautiful 
generosity and kind hospitality on the occasion 
of my visit this month to confer the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Your warm welcome made my 
brief visit very pleasant. 
 
Thank you again, Robert, for all your kindness 
to me and please keep me in your prayers as we 
further our work and ministry in the Vineyard. 
 
Asking our Redeemer to bless you and keep you 
close to the Cross, I am, with kind regards, 
 
Sincerely in our Lord, 

Most Rev. Joseph Martino D.D. Hist. E.D. 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2721_com_zimbra_email%22));
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Vocation Office for Diocesan Priesthood 
Is God calling you to be a Priest? 
www.HeedTheCall.org. 

 

CATHOLIC PHILLY.COM 
Stay informed, educated and inspired by 
visiting CatholicPhilly.com every day. Discover 
Catholic news, photos, videos and columns on 
Catholic life and spirituality. 
 
Help CatholicPhilly.com spread the Good News 
by becoming our fan on Facebook and 
following us on Twitter. 

 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR TRIBUNAL? 
The Tribunal is a group of specially qualified 
priests, sisters, and lay persons whose 
responsibility is to come to the help of people 
who have experienced divorce. 
 
When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church 
always seeks to balance two realities: One is 
the unbreakableness of the bond of marriage. 
This is God's law.  It cannot be broken by 
human intervention. On the other hand, the 
Church is concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of the people involved.  Was this a true 
marriage?  Even though a Catholic marriage 
was celebrated, was there perhaps some 
weakness in the consent of the parties 
involved? The annulment procedure addresses 
this problem without affixing blame on either 
party. 
 
If you are divorced or married outside the 
Catholic Church, please telephone the 
Tribunal Office.  Have no fear.  All interviews 
are private and confidential. 
 
The Tribunal 
222 N. 17th Street 
Philadelphia PA 19103 

215.587.3750 

 

Protecting God's Children 

For Adults Awareness Sessions 
Spring 2015: 
5.21.15 Archdiocesan Pastoral Center Phila 6:30 pm 
5.27.15 St. John Chrysostom, Wallingford - 6:30 pm 
5.28.15 St. Maria Goretti - Hatfield - 6:30 pm 

 
website: www.virtus.org or 215.587.2466 

Sessions are approximately 2.5 hours. 

 

AREA PARISH NEWS 

 

Protecting God's Children Mandatory Class 
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia requires that 
all parish adult volunteers and employees  
that have contact with children take a 
mandatory class Protecting God's Children. 
You need only take this class once. The 
Archdiocese will present this at Blessed Teresa 
of Calcutta  Education Center located at 256 
Swamp Pike in Limerick Township on 
Tuesday, August 25 at 6:30 pm.  Registration 
for the class must be done by going to:  

www.virtus.org.   

 

POPE JOHN PAUL II HIGH SCHOOL: 

Maintenance/Custodial position 

There is currently a job opening for full time 
Maintenance/Custodial position available at 
Pope John Paul II High School located in 
Royersford.  The hours for the position are 
2:00 pm - 10:00 pm Monday thru Friday 
with occasional weekend work. 
 

Contact Ron Williams, Maintenance 
Supervisor, at 484:975.6500 ext. 3060 for 
further information. Resume's may be 
forwarded to the attention of: 
Mr. Ron Williams 
181 Rittenhouse Road; Royersford 19468 or 
email: rwilliams@pjphs.org. 

 

      
Founded in 1996 
NEXT international Cultural Exchange is a non-profit organization, which is 

certificated by Council on Standards of International Educational Travel 

(CSIET). 

Host Families needed 

For international students! 
Experience another country’s culture. Share 
your home and your heart with a student 
attending a local private high school.  We will 
help cover the expenses so you can enjoy the 
student without worrying about the cost!  
Contact us ASAP at NEXT International 
Cultural Exchange 290 Pennbrook Parkway, 
Lansdale, PA 19446 
www.nextglobal.org 
hostfamily@nextglobal.org  

Sean McDevitt- (267) 263-2481 

http://www.nextglobal.org/
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will 

deepen and grow—a day at a time. 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

Don’t make a lot of decision-making 

In biblical times, the people of God were known at 

times to cast lots as a decision-making method—a 

little like flipping a coin today. The belief was that 

“The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision 

is from the Lord” (Prov. 16:33). After Judas’ death, 

the Book of Acts tells us the remaining apostles 

cast lots to determine that his successor would be 

Matthias. Soon after came the gift of the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost, and references to the casting of lots 

cease. Now that believers have the Holy Spirit to 

call on for guidance, there is no need to toss 

objects to arrive at a decision. Thoughtful prayer 

and a sincere request for guidance should be 

enough.  

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-

26; 1 John 4:11-16; John 17:11b-19 (60). 

“Then they gave lots to them, and the lot fell 

upon Matthias, and he was counted with the 

eleven apostles.” 

 

MONDAY, MAY 18 

FEAST OF JOHN I, POPE AND MARTYR; EASTER 

WEEKDAY 

Live strong 

The holy and apostolic church is also a human 

institution, subject to the complexities of human 

nature. Pope Saint John I was caught in a web of 

sixth-century intrigue. Charged with improving 

relations between Rome and Constantinople, and 

even though his mission was successful, he 

became the object of imperial paranoia that led to 

his death. What keeps you strong when facing 

complex questions in our world? If you take a 

position, is it on the basis of study and prayer or 

on the basis of “party” loyalty? The hymn says “the 

church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.” 

Cling to that Rock. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 19:1-8;  

John 16:29-33 (297). “In the world you will 

have trouble. But take courage, I have 

conquered the world.” 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 19  

EASTER WEEKDAY 

Know the God of the unknown 

It’s hard to know what each day holds. Sure you 

have a schedule and to-do lists, but there’s no 

telling who you will encounter or what will be 

called forth from you in any given situation. As you 

face the unknown in your life remember that God 

is with you in the mystery of it all. Catholic 

theologian Karl Rahner identifies God as the 

Absolute Being who is Absolute Mystery. With faith 

and trust, you can open yourself to what God 

reveals in these moments of mystery. What you do 

know is that being rooted in Christ brings both 

comfort and challenge. God will provide no matter 

what today holds. Believe and let your life show the 

world the Way. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 20:17-27;  

John 17:1-11a (298). “Father, the hour has 

come.” 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 

FEAST OF BERNARDINE OF SIENA, PRIEST, RELIGIOUS, 

MISSIONARY  

Avoid mixed messages  

The legacy of renowned 15th-century Italian 

preacher and reformer Bernardine of Siena cuts 

both ways. He inspired moral reform that was well 

overdue in lax times—hosting “bonfires of the 

vanities” into which townsfolk would toss their 

mirrors, fancy clothing, playing cards, dice, 
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anything that smacked of the slightest diversion. 

But he also preached a message of hostile 

intolerance toward Jews, homosexuals, 

moneylenders, and many others who did not fit 

into the “moral majority” of the day. Can we find a 

way to distinguish moral essentials—honesty, 

kindness, and generosity for example—from moral 

neutrals such as ethnicity, occupation, 

orientation? The reform we need starts right here 

at home, in our own hearts.  

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 20:28-38;  

John 17:11b-19 (299). “Holy Father, keep 

them in your name that you have given me, 

so that they may be one just as we are one.” 

 

THURSDAY, MAY 21  

FEAST OF CHRISTOPHER MAGALLANES, PRIEST, 

MARTYR, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 

The trials of martyrdom 

One common feature in the stories of many 

martyrs is that they are accused and condemned 

without a fair trial. From the time of the earliest 

martyrs to 20th-century ones such as Christopher 

Magallanes, who was put to death without trial in 

Mexico during the 1920s church-state conflict, 

martyrs usually find themselves accused and 

condemned in the same breath. People of faith are 

most often killed not because of their great faith, 

but because of the great fear of those of little faith. 

Honor those who have the courage of their 

convictions. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11;  

John 17:20-26 (300).  

“The commander . . . ordered the chief 

priests and the whole Sanhedrin to convene. 

Then he brought Paul down and made him 

stand before them.” 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 22  

FEAST OF RITA OF CASCIA, RELIGIOUS 

Faith makes the impossible possible 

By the time Rita of Cascia was 36 years old, she 

had faced enormous challenges in her life, 

including great violence. Her husband was killed 

amid strife between families in Italy at the turn of 

the 15th century. Her two sons desired to avenge 

his death, a move their mother entirely opposed. 

Before they could carry out vengeance, however, 

they became ill and died. In the face of violence, 

loss and grief, Rita remained a woman of great 

faith. She believed, in the words of scripture, that 

with God all things are possible. Canonized in 

1900, she is recognized as a patron saint of 

impossible causes. 

 TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 25:13b-21;  

John 21:15-19 (301). “Lord, you know 

everything.”  

 

SATURDAY, MAY 23  

EASTER WEEKDAY 

Faith is not a competitive sport 

In communities of faith, it can be hard not to 

compare yourself to others. Who’s holier? Who 

gives more time? Who has a deeper prayer life? 

Who cares more? The problem with these 

questions is that they aren’t productive; they only 

lead to judgment and division. Communities grow 

when you care for one another. A defining value of 

what it means to be Catholic, according to St. 

Mary’s Press, is a profound sense of discovering, 

experiencing, and responding to God in union with 

other believers—that is, within community. Why 

not ask how you can help another grow and how 

they can help you? 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; 

John 21:20-25 (302). “There are also many 

other things that Jesus did. . . .” 
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SPN SENIOR CLUB  
Wednesday, MAY 27 

11:30 AM to 1:30 PM 
St. Philip Neri Parish Hall 

 
A catered lunch will be served and a reservation is requested.  You can either 
fill out the form below and return it in the collection basket at mass; call Rita  
at 215-679-7009; OR e-mail Janet at jwalther50@Yahoo.com.   
Reservations are due by May 20, 2015. 
 

An offering of $2.00 is suggested for lunch 
 

COME AND ENJOY A GREAT LUNCH, SOCIALIZE WITH CLUB MEMBERS, 
AND BE PART OF THE ACTIVITIES PLANNED 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SPN SENIOR CLUB LUNCHEON RESERVATION 

Name   ________________________ _____________________________  
Address  ___________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number(s) Home No. ______________________ 
    Cell No.  _______________________ 

E-mail:           ________________________ _____________________________  

Date of Birth: _____________________ ________________________     
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CRITERIA TO RECEIVE PARISH SUBSIDY 

 

St. Philip Neri Parish will subsidize the tuition of children of any parish child who fulfills 

the following criteria.  Tuition Subsidies only apply to Catholic area Elementary Grade 
Schools.  The criteria has been established by St. Philip Neri Financial Council: 
 
 

 1. The family must be registered parishioners of St. Philip Neri. 

 

 2. There can be no outstanding tuition owed to St. Philip Neri Elementary School. 

 

 3. Parent’s and the child(ren) must be active in the life of the parish. 

o Regular Sunday Mass attendance 
o Receive sacraments 

o Participate in parish life (a few examples are listed below) 
 Liturgical ministries 

 Lectors 

 Altar Servers 

 Choir 
 Parish service groups 

 Monthly breakfast 

 Scouts 

 CYO 

 Youth group 

 Lawn / garden care 

 Parish fund raisers 

 Carnival 

 Car show 

 Sunday SCRIP sales 
 

4. Provide financial support to the parish. 
 Minimum contribution of $195 / quarterly (average $15 / week) 
  
1st Quarter: July – September        2nd Quarter:  October – December 
3rd Quarter: January – March        4th  Quarter:  April - June 

 
 

Thank you for your understanding and support. 
 

**Pre-School and High School Students are NOT subsidized by the Parish** 
 
Note:  The weekly obligation of $15 in the Sunday Envelope must be the envelope of the 

Parent of the child.  Credit will no longer be given to envelopes of grandparents or relatives! 


